
value to the program and 

encourage the membership to 

hang onto them during the 

year.  Vendors would like 

this and perhaps other adver-

tising could be obtained if the 

program had this kind of ad-

ditional value. We are con-

sidering adding a check off 

box on the registration form 

asking whether or not you 

would want us to publish 

your name in the program. 

The tricky thing is space ver-

sus usable information.  It 

would be great to have your 

areas of interest and city 

listed so other members 

might get in touch with you.  

Any ideas on this matter are 

welcomed. Once again con-

tact myself or Kevin Cabai. 

Since we are a non-profit 

organization, we might con-

sider such a list as a donor 

list like in other publications 

and find another way to con-

tact each other [Facebook?]. 

 

Kevin and I attended the 

Nexus Game Faire in Mil-

waukee at the Crown Plaza.  

We had a great time and were 

well received. Chris, Harold, 

and Jeff were gracious hosts 

and appreciated the minia-

tures games we ran.  Kevin 

presented the Battle of Gem-

bloux 1940 using his 

Jagdpanther rules and also 

ran a Lord of Rings battle of 

Elves and Men against the 

Witch King of Angmar at the 

Barrow Downs.   

Members of the HMGS-

Midwest - Greetings! 

 

The new Board has had its 

first official business meeting 

that concentrated on vision-

casting. Since the convention 

is still in the good hands of 

Jeff Cohen and his staff, we 

are free to explore new ways 

to serve the membership and 

further our non-profit mis-

sion.  A good part of first 

meeting was going over ways 

to enhance the membership 

experience. We are actively 

seeking discounts for our 

members at game stores and 

hobby shops. Our plan is to 

make modest but sustainable 

gains this first year.  The 

Board members are asking 

what their local stores can do 

for the HMGS-Midwest. It 

seems a 10% discount looks 

reasonable to retailers but 

will probably require your 

HMGS-Midwest Member-

ship card to work. If you fre-

quent a store that you think 

might be willing, let me or 

Kevin Cabai [VP of Member-

ship] know the address and 

phone number and we will 

pursue the opportunity. There 

is nothing official yet on this 

policy so do not walk into 

your store and demand a dis-

count.  We are not there yet.  

When it becomes official, we 

will get the word out.  

 

The new convention site at 

the Westin in Lombard is a 

first rate venue!  Scores of 

restaurants in the area, movie 

theater and mall within walk-

ing distance. Besides the out-

right cost of renting the ball-

room and meeting rooms, we 

also must fill a certain num-

ber of rooms or pay a penal-

ty. Please consider booking a 

room as early as possible as 

that will impress the Westin 

people. Yes, the rooms cost 

more but the surrounding 

amenities could really be 

worth it, especially for your 

family. If we want to grow 

the convention attendance, a 

memorable venue will en-

hance the experience.  

 
We are interested in getting a 

membership list out to every-

one but want to be consider-

ate towards privacy issues.  

Ideally the posting of the 

membership list in the con-

vention program would add 
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I ran a Mega-War of the Ring game, and battles from the Waterloo Campaign [Ligny/Quatre Bras and Waterloo/Warve] using 7,000 

6mm Heroics and Ros figures and Frattnap, my new set of musket rules. From this experience, Kevin and I agreed on the necessity 

of ñshowing the HMGS-Midwest flagò at other conventions by running cool games. 

 

Our next Board meeting will be with Jeff Cohen and the convention staff to get up to speed on those details. The Board appreciates 

your ideas. We will not be able to implement everything we receive, but we will consider practical and useful ideas to further our 

mission of promoting the learning of history through the playing of games. 

 

I plan to be at GenCon in a couple of weeks representing the HMGS-Midwest as well as running my mega-War of the Ring game 

for Ares Games.  I used 40mm Combat Hex figures last year for a mega-Battle of Five Armies game for Ares and it was a tremen-

dous hit amongst the role-playing community.  War of the Ring is twice as big an I anticipate a great reception again.  Be thinking 

of ways we can draw in other types of gamers into our corner of the hobby. Using figures to drive boardgames is a great way to 

bring someone into the miniatures world in a sustainable way.  

 

Until next time - joyful learning, diligent painting, and happy gaming. 

We are currently working diligently to expand our commitment to increase the benefits of being an HMGS member.  Our organiza-

tion is more than a convention.  We have a multitude of concepts we are working on and as they come close to fruition, we will up-

date you in the newsletter.  Additionally members that have ideas on what they would like to see, please feel free to email me.  Keep 

in mind that we are all volunteers, and have limited time (we do need to work, eat, sleep and game), so we could use your help in 

making these become a reality.  
 
There is a specialty restaurant/culinary kitchen down the street from Games Plus in Mt. Prospect.  I am working with the owner on 

two ideas. 

¶ Dinner and a Wargame;  

Possibly a quarterly event held on a Saturday/Sunday night.  Where we could: 

ß  As a group, have a meal and socialize with spouses.  Afterwards the spouses can go to a special activity (TBD), while the gam-

ers go next door for a miniatures event.  

ß As a group we meet for a theme based meal (dependent on the scenario of the game) socialize and then retire to the drawing 

room (Games Plus) for the miniatures event. 

We were thinking dinner around 5:30 PM, game at 7:00 PM.  This could be a buffet, family style or regular serving.   

¶ Period Cooking classes/meal 

This is possibly best on weekends and at any time.  Allow members to be a part of the process and eat and or take home efforts. 

Themes 

* Medieval (Europe, Arabic, Japanese) 

* Middle Earth (Shire, Gondorian, Orcish?) 

* WWI/WWII 

* American Civil War 

* Revolutionary War 

* Roman Empire  
Please give me your feedback on these ideas, as we move forward to from the planning phase.  Feel free to email me with, your in-

terest.  Thanks!                    kcabai@aol.com 

BOD Update - Spring/Summer 2015 by Steve Fratt 
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ñL ƘŀǾŜ 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŜŘƎŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧƭŜ 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ Ŏƭǳō 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦò  

--General 

Sir Brian 

Horrocks --. 

2015 Convention Director: Jeff Cohen 
 
First I would like to thank all those involved in putting on the 2015 Convention. From the Convention staff to 
the other volunteers that helped staff the tables, they did a great job. I am still waiting on the final numbers but 
it looks like there was a modest increase in attendance and that we were once more in the positive on the fi-
nancial side. Game/Event registration was up as well. From all that I read on various websites there were 
many great reviews and comments generated on the convention as well.  
 
There was a great video made for us by two students from Wheaton Academy. The first one is aimed at those 
not familiar with the hobby and why they should check it out and us out. The second video was an interview 
with ñUncleò Duke. Both came out great. A link to the first video can be found on the website, the 2

nd
 video will 

be submitted to Wargames Illustrated and then posted on our website as well. We hope and plan on doing 
more interview videos, and start a data base of them that can be accessed on the website. 
 
Now that the 2015 Convention is behind us it is time to look towards 2016. If you have not noticed yet, we are 
moving. Some months ago the management team that runs the DuPage Expo Center let us know that they 
will no longer book for the site. Seems that plans are in place for it to be sold, and if the sale goes through it 
will become a Car Dealership. So next yearôs convention will be at the Westin Hotel, Lombard. Itôs a great lo-
cation and I think everyone will like the site and all it offers. 
 
We will encourage everyone that books a hotel room to stay at the Westin. Of course it is important to meet 
our obligation of room nights. But there are many other reasons to book with them as well. One being that you 
will be able to exit the elevator and walk to the rooms where the games, vendors, and Flea Market will be 
held. Parking is free. We will also be offering incentives to those that book there rooms at the Westinéwe will 
announce those incentives on our website and Facebook page.  
 
As always we are looking for volunteers. So if you are interested in helping out please get in contact with me. 
Remember, itôs never too early to submit your game.  

ñ! ōŀǧƭŜ 

ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ 

ŀƴŘ 

ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ǘǊƛƅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

ōŀǧƭŜΦ 

--Napoleon 

--. 

LW 2015 After Action Report  by Jeff Cohen  
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ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ 

Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ōƻƭŘΣ 

ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀŦŜǎǘΦέ ð 

Admiral 

Viscount 

Nelson ð 

άCŜǿ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ 

ōƻǊƴ ōǊŀǾŜΤ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

ǎƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ 

ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦέ ð 

Flavious 

Vegetius 

Renatus ð 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Winner isé..  by Steve Rysemus 

Each year Little Wars has a theme associated with the convention.  This yearôs theme was ñFirst Contactò, 

and we had many fine games that fit that theme.  The point of having a theme involves judges coming up 

with games that fit this theme and of course along with that goes a prize for the game that best represents the 

theme.  Winning ñBest Themeò involves the coveted Blue Ribbon and of course FREE admission to the fol-

lowing yearôs convention.  Of course running a game that fits the Theme is NOT required, but of course if 

you do run one then you may get the chance to win and get in free the next year. 

 

So without further ado Little Wars 2015 Winner for Best Theme ñFirst Contactò is Mark Anderson for his 

event entitled The Battle for Sword Beach June 6, 1944.  This was run a huge 8 foot by 16 foot plus table 

and the miniatures were 15mm.  This covered the beach landings and the surrounding area.  It was quite 

magnificent. 

 

Again CONGRATULATIONS Mark, and thanks to everyone who ran a Themed event this year. 

 

Remember the Theme for next year 2015 is ñREVOLUTIONò 

 


