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Little Wars 2016sLlpdate

As you al/l know we move into our new venue in 2016, theg
ty. We wi | | have three rooms, the Grand Ballroom witlhle h
Lilac Room wil!/ house our Flea Market and War Coll ege.
Event submission is already open, and | have recei viead seov
open. Rooms are $119.00 per night, but you wil!/l n @até tvhia v
ties for spouses as well

I have already received Aerodrome events covering WWI , i V
and Hammers Sl ammers events.

All details on how to send in events and the Iink to riegs

Pl ease consider volunteering some time onsite at thei m®n
to put on this great convention.

ApridMaywy 1, 2016

HMGS-MIDWEST
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The Great Nor t1h7e2idn.. Wa.r
As History and foriGar

Ask most Midwesterners (or any United States clitiz:¢
will give you a blank stare or say, "Wasn't thlat wq
an revolt in the 1870s?" Some |l ess than flattelring
Northern Eurlo?p2el fandn plr7o0fOoundly changed the politic
today

While in my early teens, my interest in the wajr spl
primary personalities of the Tvhaer ,Swhhradr | Deose €XV M 0. & dlJheeh
l'ife of Charles XI | -oammheo yweaasr twarru satt itnhteo yao utnwge ngtgye o
rians, Edward Shepherd Creasy and J. F.C. Full er , r o
decisive battle of history. By the end of the jwar,
Polish and Danish empires began to decline, anld Pe:
power. This feat by Russia is much more apprecliate:
and what he was able to accomplish on the batt]l efi

defeated onPthe battlefield

.F.C. Fuller probably wrote the most apt succijnct
apparent) in hvel exe eApitMitoloimtygrmpu IHiist or,Yob @ mé hEwWe st
Born on June 17, 1682, Charles was knight errajnt al
and adventures even more than victory itself, Jland
accepted them. Wrapped in an impenetrable resejrve,
deceptionnatmhimgteeemed to him to be beyond hils r eec
the strength of his position; the weariness ofy his
roads, mud, rain, frost and scorching sun appeared
genius. Nothing perturbed him, evepiyridtaemdy,erb wtnjda lhwae
control, faithful to his word and a consideratje di
| egend tuon heitsanmeah,dchi eadbobwed them with a faith in
surpassed. His fearlessness was phenomenal, hils en.
so quick a tactical eye that one glance was sulf fici
position, which at once he attacked | ike a t-hunder |
i ndul gent Augustus and tchue sb dardi dhe cR dteedr toov & ri ljtchhe ial
sel®es

From an audacious | anding at the Danish capitall at
siege |lines at Narva against an army five timels hi:
his controversial death at a siege in 1718, Chlarl e:
not to say, however, that other participants iln t h
Great | earned from his defeats by the Swedes.




PAGE 5 VOLUME 6 ISSUE 1

A

He rebuilt his army and used defensive tactic abl e
battles where his Russian army had superior n The
ing their brief participation in the war, all gni fi
wore on. Toward the end of the war, and with _IiquI]zl\
den was exhausted and bankrupt, and could no 0aS s ¢
02f
P
—— Smolensk
)}] Vi Charles e Smolens eTula Py Y 2(.?
g . ‘-'Ao’ *e Peler y uf
) et I ik SMogiledy s, RUSSIA NS
i Lesnay® S e Orel i o¢
®Warsaw 5 % al
»Stasodub (Pol tava
- T~ . unt
POLISH V ‘ _—_ Voronezh| pai gn Map
®Brest LITHUANIAN Bat ﬁn Gr eat N o
COMMONWEALTH O_.a.u £ War Co mp)e
® Lublin - “. isug:y ®Belgorod
Sandomir  ®Lutsk . .‘ ’
°
' Zhitomi ®Poltava x TS
oLvov —~=_ "...-'ﬁ

) ®Perevolochna

*
*

*
.
7 7 Sich

CAMPAIGN :

+*

MAP Nee

Bender®” Qchakov

1708-09 TURKEY

The Battle of Poltava was the penultimate bat
Pol-Listhhuani an Commonwealth (other than some r

Sy N
b NJ & &
502 Y S
NP ez3
yug |-C

ponent, Russia, to its knees by an invasion. esm | Fe
wheeled south to join new Cossack allies in t 'p)ggé
paign stalled. A linking army under Lewenhau O%isge
by the Russians with the armies engaging in b ti uI_Ses
the aftermath undeniably resulted in destruct tshe {
sack harassing attacks, causing it to turn in j or I
Lithuanian Commonweal th by Charles' allies at ttl e
me nt s -saunpdp | rye. The Russians' devastation of t o f

al so deprived the Swedes of essential food su and |
size and effectiveness. As spring approached, s det
sieged the i mportant Russian town-hefarPeldt &¥d o Uhreai
bring the main Russian army to battle as it w cted
The Russians under Peter did indeedéd-omoeves upoerti enf o f
numbers, cautiously approached using a string ensi\

aggr ensisndveed Swedes.

HMGS-MIDWEST



Despite his victory at Lesnaya, Peter |likely knew'lt
manded by a | eader such as Charles. During one of 't
foot and went into fever. Considering the fact tha|t
inspections of positions himself instead of his sgbw
weeks before, he had been hit on the back by a deala|d

gish trenches around Poltava, w®ich just as easily|‘
1
Sthis turn of events not only incapacitated Charle'sI
his news, the Russian confederates grew and move:&
AMyo3T t he Swedish positions. A bedside meeting betWwe
the nearby Russians could not be delayed due to Qhe
iy mil ar to that at Narva was put into place. The :ilt
d not completely share the contemplated plan of!
efmeswh=pupt (another Swedish general of Lesnaya faline
whipgkgvas given a senior command position, did not :be
ttack, they discovered the Russians had built a :I;e
encampment. Ten redoubts laid out in a giant " T" |Jf
%unssian infantry and some artillery pieces and al:ll
structed. Just beyond the redoubts were about 10,0
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It was too | ate to call of f the attack. The S
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The Swedes formed in six columns of infantry a8
roughly the same. Except for a couple of [1igh
some dragoon regi ments, with the expectation ¢
and Swedish infantry columns on either side of
columns of infantry became embroiled in a sen
succession. Losses were substanti al and by the
realized the main Swedish body was nowhere in
Swedish infantry with him and | ater cl ai med hi
group, but was attacked by the Russian troops
Swedish reinforcements from entering the Swedi
army down toward Poltava, ultimately holing up
artillery approached and trained their guns on
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