
offered when they book their 
hotel rooms. To make the 
weekend something to look 
forward to not only the War 
Gamer, but something that 
can be enjoyed by the entire 
family.          
For those Game Masters that 
have pictures of the games 
they plan on running at Little 
Wars please send them into 
Steve with a short description 
so we can add it to our web 
page. 
One issue that looms on the 
not too distant horizon con-
cerns HMGS-Midwest Lead-
ership. I have been President 
of our society for 4 years now 
and will be approaching term 
limits in 2014. As things sit 
right now there is no one that 
has expressed an interest or 
desire to assume the position. 
Anyone interested please 
contact me so we can talk 
things over. It is in all our 
best interest to have a Presi-
dent and BOD that will con-
tinue to build and keep Little 
Wars an exciting convention.      

� 
 

In just 6 short months we 
gather once more in St 
Charles, Illinois for Little 
Wars 2013 “Turning Points”. 
This year’s theme was sug-
gested by Rodger Kruse and 
should provide for some great 
games. It is always interest-
ing to see how some of the 
Game Masters interpret the 
theme and then create a 
theme event. Turning Points 
could be the battle that turned 
the tide of the war, or the 
decisive moment of a battle. 
We will see what our Game 
Masters offer.  All of the fa-
miliar features of the conven-
tion will be back: Flea Mar-
ket, Keith Rocco Print Raffle, 
War College, Painting Con-
test, Paint-N-Take, and the 
many Parent-Child Events, as 
well as the “Wounded Warri-
ors Silent Auction”.  
My goal for Little Wars has 
been to break the 1000 mark 
for attendance. I think I have 
worked out a strategy that 
will allow us to reach that 
goal. First we continue to 
recruit great games run by 
some of the best Game Mas-
ters around. Our Saturday 
schedule has always been the 
mainstay of the convention 
and we need this to continue. 
We need to get more of our 
established GMs to run both 
Friday & Sunday events. We 
want to give convention par-
ticipants a greater opportu-
nity to register, and play in 
some of the more popular 

events. We also want to build 
the Sunday Schedule. I think 
the way forward in building 

the Sunday schedule is to 
recruit events and tourna-
ments that will bring new 
participants in to see what 
our convention and hobby is 
all about. Towards this end I 
am trying to make contact 
with Mayfair games to see if 
we can get a “Settlers of Ca-
tan” tournament or some 
other games to be run. We 
are also trying to reach out 
for some fantasy tourna-
ments. Another effort will be 
to offer “how too” demon-
strations from some of our 
expert figure painters and 
terrain builders. To help 
those gamers interested in 
improving their hobby crafts-
manship.  
 I have asked the Pheasant 
Run Inn to put together a 
family package that can be 
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“Without a 
sign his 
sword the 
brave man, 
draw, and 
asks no omen 
but his 
country’s 
cause....”  
--Homer -- . 

So each year when little Wars rolls around, you decide to go and when you either pre-register or resister on-
site, you see you have a choice.  Do you pay the $10.00 for an Electronic HMGS-Midwest Membership or 
not? 
 
So what is an Electronic Membership?  The idea behind membership is first and foremost a way to support the 
organization and from a purely materialistic point of view, HMGS provides its members with several benefits. 
These include: discounts at HMGS organized conventions and other national shows; and our newsletter.  Your 
support enables us to continue providing the hobby with affordable conventions at times that do not conflict 
with family oriented holidays, and convention that cater to mature individuals with similar gaming interests. 
Finally, your membership helps us to promote our hobby and give it the respect it deserves. Historical minia-
tures gaming can and should be an exciting education tool, both in and out of the school room.   
 
An electronic membership allows us to help fund Little Wars but more importantly it helps us reduce the cost 
involved in support of our members.  The biggest way it helps is the fact that this very newsletter is no longer 
snail mailed to you anymore.  You can freely download it from our website and when it is small enough we 
have emailed it to you.  Which is why YOUR email is VERY important to us!  This helps us to maintain the 
electronic portion of your membership. 
 
Each year as the Preliminary Events Listing (PEL) becomes available for Little Wars, a bunch of us gather 
together and have a little PEL party.  That is we fold and already printed version of the PEL and a pre-
registration form for the convention and stuff them into envelopes.  Then we affix mailing labels to these en-
velopes that have been stuff  with the PEL and registration forms.  All of this costs money, and you would be 
surprised to see how much is spent on printing, paper, labels, envelopes, and of course postage stamps.  Not to 
mention the time involved to do all of this.  And remember, all staff members and the Board of Directors do 
not earn a paycheck!  We do this for free! 
 
As the Event Manager, I have proposed that we no longer snail mail the PEL prior to Little Wars.  Since this 
is a radical departure, this will not be effective until 2014.  So for Little Wars 2013 you can still expect to get 
a PEL and registration form in the mail.  However realize that the information will be emailed and posted on 
the website and at our new forum which will provide people with a chance to sign up for their favorite events 
prior to the folks that wait for the snail mailed packet to arrive.  What we will try in 2014 is to send a post card 
stating that pre-registration is open and that the PEL and registration forms are available online at the website. 
 
Once we see how well this goes, we may even not do a post card for the year 2015 and beyond. 
 
This is one reason why it is so important to write legibly on your registration forms and include an email ad-
dress that we can also read.  Many of the forms are not legible at all, and I would hate for anyone to miss out 
on Little Wars because we could not contact you via email. 
 
Thanks for understanding, as the savings will be used to improve our convention experience!

“Desperate 
affairs 
require 
desparate 
measures  
--Admiral 
Viscount 
Nelson-- . 

Electronic Membership, What is that?  by Steve Rysemus  
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Editor’s note: This was presented in the Little Wars 2012 War College. 
 
The first Modern Navies. This will be the first time that two steam powered and armored meet in combat. 
 
· How the Union Navy prevented the Southern victory in the ACW. 
· Origin of the American Navy 
· Articles of confederation 
· Barbary pirates 
· The Constitution 
· The war on the Barbary pirates 
· How Robert Fulton developed the submarine, torpedo and Steamship. 
· The War of 1812 
· Success: Frigate battles and on lake Eire 
· Failure: breaking the blockade 
· The First Steamships: The Demologus, the Missouri, and the Mississippi. 
· The USS  Princeton which had screw propellers, and collapsible funnels, Machinery below the waterline, and fewer but lar-

ger cannons. 
· Exploding Shells develop in 1830 which were very effective at the Battle of Sinop in 1853. 
· The Crimean war saw the use of Ironclad steam batteries, and electric mines. Half of the allied fleet is steam powered. 
·  In the Mexican War, the navy helps to capture California, and the first amphibious landings 
 
The Navy Splits into two 
· The Union navy had only 42 ships in commission and 30 were overseas. Only 23 ships were steam powered. 
· Most Southern born officers stay loyal. About 43% of the officers were Southern born, but only 20% resigned. 
· Only 22 ship engineers go south 
· Most dock workers stay north or move north. 
· No complete ships and crew go south. 
 
Gideon Wells 
· Has Gustavus Vasa Fox as the Chief Clerk of the Navy. 
· Forms committees to resolve problems 
· His administration was free of Graft and corruption 
· Understood politics 
· Understood his role in the national strategy and understood what needed to be done. 
· The strategic objectives are to maintain the blockade, hunt down privateers and commerce raiders, control the rivers, and 

conduct amphibious landings. 
 
The Organization of the Union Navy 
· Bureaus: Yards and Docks; Equipment and Recruiting; Navigation; Ordinance; Construction and Repair; Steam engineering; 

Provisions and clothing; Medicine and Surgery. 
· Recruiting 

· Union sailors were older on an average of 26 years old. They mostly came from poor urban classes. Only 3% were 
farmers while 75% of the soldiers in the army 

· Officer ranks: Rear Admiral; Commodore; Captain; Commander; Lieutenant Commander, Lieutenant, Master, Ensign. 
· Ranks: Boy, Heavers, Firemen, 1st and 2nd class, Landsmen Ordinary Seamen, seaman 
· Petty officers: Master-at-Arms; Boatswain’s mate (Bo’som); Gunner’s mate;Quartermaster;capenters;Coxswains;Quarter 

Gunners;Captain of Mast 
· Construction and maintenance of ships.  

The Blue and Gray Navy by Leonard Kroll 
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“The only 
thing harder 

than getting a 
new idea into 
the military is 
to get an old 

one out...” — 
Captain Sir 

Basil Liddell 
Hart — 

“It is always 
dangerous for 

soldiers, 
sailors or 

armies to play 
politics....” — 
Sir Winston, 
Churchill —  

Stephen Mallory 
· As member of the Naval Committee, he worked to get the “dead wood” out of the navy. He made political 

enemies Some of the “Dead wood” followed him south. 
· He was the only Secretary of the Confederate Navy. He was from Florida and a Catholic. This was unique 

among Davis’s cabinet. 
· The strategic objectives are to break the blockade, run the blockade, defend the coast, and control the rivers. 
 
The Organization of the Confederate Navy 
· Offices: Orders and details; Ordinance and Hydrography; Provisions and Clothing; Medicine and Surgery. 

Later a Torpedo office was added.      
· Officer: Rear Admiral; Commodore; Captain; Commander; 1st Lieutenant;2nd Lieutenant; master: Passed 

Midshipman. 
· Recruiting 
· Construction of ships 
· Purchases from overseas 
· Maintenance 

 
Fort Sumter 
South Carolina demands the surrender of Fort Sumter on January 11, 1861. The Star of the West tries to bring in 
reinforcements but bad weather stops them.  Gen. Winfield Scott wants to evacuate Fort Sumter and Pickens. 
Gustavus Vasa Fox convinces Lincoln that the navy can resupply the fort at night. Pierre G.T. Beauregard estab-
lishes new shore batteries.  
At 0430 on April 12, 1861 the first shot is fired in the ACW. The fort surrenders after a 34 hour duel because 
they are out of food and on fire. Virginia and other states decide to succeed due to this action but Northern citi-
zens are angered by this.  
Fort Pickens is secured. The Norfolk naval yard is seized Over 1195 guns, including 52 IX Dahlgrens taken and 
used for coast defense. 
 
The Anaconda Plan 
The south will be surrounded by a blockade, and then divided into smaller parts. 
 
Forming the Blockade   
The 1856 Declaration of Paris that a blockade only has to be effect for it to be recognized. By this they mean 
that ships have to in front of the port blocking the way. Merchant ships were bought and converted into war-
ships. Blockade board recommends amphibious operations to create bases and to block enemy ships.  They pick 
areas that are easy to defend. There is no though to create a second front by amphibious landings.  
 
Running the Blockade 
Leaving port was easy in the begging, just leave. To return was more dangerous and this is when most of the 
wrecks happened. Blockade runners mostly went to the Bahamas, Nassau, or Cuba. Only a few went to Europe.  
 
The Bermuda Challenges the blockade on September 1861. On its first trip it brings in 18 rifled cannons, 4 
heavy smoothbore cannons, 65,000 Enfield rifles, and 20,000 cartridges.  This was very profitable run that en-
couraged others.  It was the fastest ship in the world. It was later caught when the boilers needed repairs and 
turned into a blockader. It would catch three runners!  

The Blue and Gray Navy by Leonard Kroll 
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Historian Stephen Wise claimed that blockade runners brought in 4000,000 rifles (60% of the rifles used) 2.25 million pounds 
of Saltpeter (2/3 of what was needed) 3 million pounds of lead (1/3 of what was needed.)  The Confederacy spent 1/12 of its 
revenue on attacking the blockade 
The blockade eliminated coastal shipping and put a strain on the southern railroads. 
 
Diplomacy 
· The Union feared intervention by Great Britain.  France coordinates foreign policy with Britain. 
· On May 14, 1861, Britain recognizes the Confederacy as a belligerent power. 
· Britain declares on June 1, 1861 that Prizes cannot be brought into their ports to discourage privateering. 
· Britain respects the Union blockade because they want the world to respect theirs. 
· Due to Foreign enlistment act of 1819, British subjects are forbidden to fight in foreign wars. The Union treats British 

subjects as prisoners. 
· The Trent affair of 1861 
· The Southern cotton embargo backfires on The Confederacy. 
· The Russian navy in New York and San Francisco 
· The Polish revolt of 1863 and its effect on the ACW. 
 
Early Coastal Operations 
The Hatteras Inlet was the first landing on August 27, 1861. The Navy used a circular formation to bombard the forts. MG 
Benjamin Butler led 10,000 soldiers ashore. This was the Union victory in the war. 
 
Port Royal was the next invasion. It had the best natural harbor on the east coast and was half way between Savannah and 
Charleston. The 50 ship fleet was led by Captain Samuel F. DuPont and 16,000 soldiers were led by BG Thomas W. Sherman. 
The defenders had 43 guns. Fort Walker was bombarded first and then Fort Beauregard is abandoned. 
�
The “Stone fleet” is formed. These are old ships loaded with stones to be sunk to block sea lanes. This had limited success. It 
also signals to the enemy where you won’t be going. 
 
 Robert E. Lee would reorganize the coastal defenses. Except for Charleston and Savanna, army forces would be based inland 
as a “Mobile” defense. 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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gaming and hobbying for two decades  
The Last Square 
5944 Odana Rd. 

Madison, WI 53719 
 

Phone: 1-800-750-4401 
Fax: 1-608-278-4402  

The Blue and Gray Navy by Leonard Kroll 
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PicoArmor is dedicated to war-gaming at the 1/600 scale. We are offering  

Oddzial Osmy (O8) miniatures and SPC Buildings as our lead products  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Oddzial Osmy offers well over 500 Modern and WW2 products in the 3mm scale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oddzial Osmy’s has an American Civil War, and includes line infantry, skirmishers, cavalry, and artillery . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oddzial Osmy’s newest range is their 15mm Sci-Fi Range. They offer troopers, 
Support stands and space worms.  Beware the Khan of Worms! 
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Roanoke Island is invaded on February 7-8, 1862. The fleet is led by FO Goldsborough and the army is led by BG Ambrose 
Burnside. Fort Pulaski is bombarded on April 10, 1862. Thirty hours later, it surrenders. 
 
The Experience of Battle for the Jack Tar 
Monitor versus the Merrimac (Virginia) March 9, 1862 
The Merrimac is refloated and covered with armor and renamed the Virginia. The ship has a crew of 320, including 55 Marines. 
The Virginia 6  x  IX Dahlgren guns and 2 x  6.4 Brooke rifles in the broadside and 2X 7 inch Brooke rifle at bow and stern. It 
had a speed of 5 knots and 30 to 40 minutes and four miles to turn 180 degrees. 
 
The Virginia was commanded by Franklin Buchanan. 
 
On March 8, 1862, the Virginia sorties.  It rams the Cumberland. The guns were blazing as the ship goes down. He next attacks 
the Congress where his brother is the paymaster. While the Congress surrenders, the Virginia is under fire from soldiers on shore 
and Buchanan is wounded.  In one day the Virginia sinks two major warships killing 250, wounding 75 and 26 captured at a cost 
of 2 dead, 8 wounded. The ship was damaged, it ram broken and had a number of leaks. 
 
The Monitor appears the next day.  It was completed in 100 days. It had the first turret and forced ventilation and other new in-
vention. Of the 84 ironclads built, 64 were based on the Monitor.  
 
The Monitor had a crew of  10 officers and 48 seamen. It positioned itself in front of the Minnesota.  At .845 the first shot hits 
the Virginia and bounces off. For the two and a half hours the two ironclads maneuver and fire at each other. At 1215, the Moni-
tor breaks off to resupply.  In the late afternoon, the Virginia breaks away due to falling tide. 
 
The Virginia was hit 20 times with 2 dead and 19 wounded. The Monitor was hit 24 times. 
 
The Virginia sorties on April 11, 1862. The Monitor stays in shallow water protecting the wooden ships. 
 
On May 10, 1862 Norfolk is evacuated. On May 11, 1862, the Virginia is scuttled. 
 
The First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff 
 Drewry’s Bluff was a narrow bend in the river before Richmond. It was officially called Fort Darling and commanded by 
G.W.C. Lee, R.E. Lee’s eldest son. The area was defended by eight guns, numerous obstacles and the gunboat Patrick Henry.  
The three Union ships that attacked were the Monitor, Naugatuck, and the Galena.  The attack was repelled. The Monitor could 
not elevate its guns high enough, and the Galena was hit 43 times and penetrated 13 times. CPL John B. Mackie was awarded 
the CMOH for bravery, the first one for a Marine. 
 
Fort Henry and Donelson February 1862 
The Nashville area had the South’s largest powder mill, 2/3 of her mineral wealth, its largest iron producing area,  90% of the 
copper, and a major arms manufacturer .  The St Louis is launched on October 12, 1861. This was the first Ironclad in the USN. 
Three Timberclads, Conestoga, Tyler, Lexington are commissioned.  John Rodgers was the first commander, but is replaced An-
drew H. Foote. The Fort Henry is attacked on February, 6, 1862. Only nine guns had ammunition. After a two hour bombard-
ment, the fort surrenders.  The ships raid upriver and capture the Eastport. This ship would become an ironclad for the USN. Fort 
Donelson is bombarded by the navy, but the fort does not surrender, and the navy suffers damage. Fort Donelson surrenders on 
February 16, 1862. 

The Blue and Gray Navy by Leonard Kroll 
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Battle Of Shiloh, April 6, 1862 
The Navy wins a battle for General Grant 
 
Island #10,  April 7, 1862 
Island #10 is a mile long and ¼ mile wide. It had 19 guns and the floating battery, New Orleans, which had nine guns. Gen John 
Pope marches 50 miles overland to New Madrid to surround the island. Seven gunboats and 10 motor rafts bombard the island on 
March 16, 1862. The army moves a 24 lb. cannon to attack the island. A canal is cut to move boats around the island. This canal 
is 12 miles long and 50 feet wide. The Carondelet runs past the island and arrives in New Madrid three hours later. The Pittsburg 
runs past and drops off soldiers who secure the Tiptonville road. Island #10 is cut off and surrenders on April 8, 1862. Four 
Thousand Confederates surrender, along with 5000 small arms, 109 cannons and mortars, four steamers and a floating battery. 
The union suffers only 7 killed, 15 wounded, and 4 missing. 
 
Fort Pillow and the Battle of Plum Point Bend 
Fort Pillow is 60 miles south of Island #10 and has forty cannons. The Confederates have a River defense fleet. The siege starts 
with a bombardment on April 14, 1862. Pope digs another canal. This one is six miles long on the Arkansas side of the river. 
Halleck recalls soldiers for his slow march. Only 12,000 are left behind.  On May 8, 1862, Three rebel rams attack, but three un-
ion Ironclads force their retreat. FO Charles H. Davis replaces FO Foote. The Battle of Plum Point Bend occurs on May 10, 
1862. Eight Confederate ships attack Mortar Raft #16 and the Cincinnati who are out of position. The Mound City is rammed 
and grounded. The Confederates lose two ships and 108 seamen. The Union have 4 wounded and the two ironclads are repaired. 
On May 29-30, Corinth is evacuated which causes Fort Pillow to be evacuated on June 4, 1862. 
 
Battle of New Orleans 
New Orleans is the sixth largest city in the United States and largest in the Confederacy. It was the largest seaport in the south. 
The Anaconda Plan called for the city to be blockaded at the Head of the passes and then captured as the Union descended down 
the Mississippi.  The city was guarded by Fort St Phillip and Fort Jackson, located on both sides of the river. Seven anchored 
hulks support a chain across the river. Two ironclads are under construction: The Louisiana and the Mississippi. 
 
The Union captures Biloxi to be used as a base. 
The first Confederate ironclad is launched. This is the Manassas.  It looked like a cigar on water. 
 
On October 12, 1861, the Manassas and other ships attack and rout the blockaders at the Head of the Passes. This is known as 
“Popes run.” Welles vows revenge for this embarrassment. 
 
Pensacola is abandoned and torched by the Confederated. The Union arrives the next day. 
On April 15, 1862, the attack starts. For five days Porter’s mortar rafts bombard the forts causing little damage. 
 
The decision is made to run past the fort. The attack starts at 0155 on April 24, 1861. The Cayuga leads the fleet.  It is not until 
0340 that the confederates open fire. The second ship, the Pensacola stops to shoot at the forts. It suffers the most casualties of 
any ship: 4 KIA, 33 WIA. 
At 0400, the Confederate ships join the battle. 
The gunboat, McRae fires first and the Manassas tries to ram. The Manassas is damaged by the Pensacola and almost rammed 
by the Mississippi. 
 
The CSS Louisiana is used as a floating battery and causes little damage. The Cayuga fires on three gunboats and they strike. 
The Hartford passes the Pensacola and is attacked by a fire raft. Fourteen of the seventeen ships of Farragut’s fleet pass the bar-
rier. The forts surrender on April 28, 1862. On April 29, 1862, the union takes possession of the city after the Confederate army 
flees.  Union casualties were 39 KIA and 171 WIA. 
 
The significance of the battle of New Orleans. 
 
Jack Tar Faces His worst Enemy- The Temperance Movement 
Alcohol is banned aboard ships on September 1, 1862. 

The Blue and Gray Navy by Leonard Kroll 
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Battle of Memphis June 6, 1862 
On June 6, 1862, the union fleet advances into battle backwards. At 0450, the Confederates move to attack. Two union 
Army Rams attack. Only one Confederate ship survives the day The Union suffers 4 casualties and one damaged ram. 
 
The Battle of Antietam/Sharpsburg 
The army wins a battle without the help of the navy! 
 
The Saga of the Arkansas 
The Arkansas flees from Memphis to the Yazoo River. 
Baton Rouge is captured on May 7, 1862. Natchez surrenders on May 13, 1862. Vicksburg refuses to surrender on May 
18, 1862. In June 1862, Farragut runs past Vicksburg to link up with the river fleet. 
 
The Arkansas had vertical sides, eight guns and weak engines. On July 15, 1862 it encounters the Carondelet, Tyler, and 
the Queen of the West. The Carondelet is grounded, and the Tyler is damaged. At 0800 it runs pass 20 Union ships to dock 
at Vicksburg. 
 
On July 22, 1862 the fleet attacks Vicksburg to sink the Arkansas. They fail but the ship is damaged. On August 3, 1862, 
the Arkansas tries to support the attack on Baton Rouge but the engines break down. 
 
On August 6, 1862, Porter leads his ships in an attack on the Arkansas. The engines break down again. It is set on fire to 
be blown up. 
 
Vicksburg 
Vicksburg was a major rail center and river port. It had to be captured. The city sits on 200 foot cliffs by a bend in the 
river. It is also protected by swamps and bayous.  Farragut tries to intimidate the city by bombarding it with his fleet. They 
do not surrender.  There would be occasional attacks by the navy. The Indianola  is captured on February 24 1863.  It is 
damaged by ramming and turned into a floating battery. On February 25, 1863, the “Black Beauty” sails past Vicksburg. 
Cannons burst, ammunition wasted, and ships flee when this “ship” sails past. Port Hudson is attacked on March 14, 1863.  
The USS Mississippi burns and blows up. The “Water Experiments”  are an attempt to take Vicksburg. A canal is dug and 
they destroy the Yazoo pass. 
 
The battle for Fort Pemberton is on March 14-27, 1863. This fort is made of cotton bales covered by mud and has 6 can-
nons. It is garrisoned by 1500 soldiers and a steamer is sunk to block a channel. The second attack is made on April 4, 
1863. 
 
The navy is almost trapped on the sunflower river, but Sherman saves the day. 
 
Starting on April 16, 1863, the navy runs past Vicksburg to transfer 24,000 soldiers across the Mississippi to Bruinsville. 
Then Grant marches inland and lives off the land. He takes Fort Gibson and Jackson. The confederates are defeated at 
Champion’s hill and retreat back to Vicksburg. On May 22, 1863, the siege of Vicksburg starts. 
 
Vicksburg surrenders on July 4th, 1863.  The union captures 31,600 officers and men, 172 cannons and 60,000 rifles. Port 
Hudson surrenders on July 8, 1863. 
 
Charleston 
Charleston in 1863 is the most fortified port on the continent. It had three layers of defense: An outer layer of island bat-
teries, forts covering the harbor and other forts to stop a land invasion. Ironclads, mines and submarines were added to the 
defenses.  It also had a 3-5 knot tidal currents and sandbars. 
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“Victory and 

disaster 

establish 

indestructible 

bonds between 

armies and 

their 

commanders...

”  

-- Napoleon 

--. 

“We all know 

what happens 

when a single 

arm is opposed 

to two 

others.....”  

-- Major-Gen 

Carl von 

Clausewitz --. 

 
 

RLBPS. 4827 TREEVIEW TERRACE, ROCKFORD ILLINOIS 61109 
TEL. (815)-874-5351 EMAIL orders@rlbps.com 

Office hours Monday though Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm central standard time 
 

 

See us for the above and the following lines we also carry 
 

Jungle Rot Vietnam figures 
TVAG Rules 

Frontline War gaming 
Aerodrome Rules and accessories 

 
 

Painted figures and commissioned painting service 
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“We want men 
capable of 
command—
who will fight 
and reduce 
their soldiers 
to strict 
obedience...”  

-- Major-Gen 
Andrew 
Jackson --  

“I always 
make it a 
rule to get 
there first 
with the 
most men...”  
--
Lieutenant
-Gen 
Nathan 
Bedford -- . 
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On January 31, 1863, two ironclads, the Palmetto State and Chicora sortied to attack ten wooden ships. One block-
ader was rammed by the firepower of the others drive the Ironclads back. 
 
On April 7, 1863 Adm. Dupont leads a fleet in to take Charleston. He fails and is relieved of command. 
 
Admiral John Dahlgren is in command and is more aggressive. On July 18,1863, he attacks Fort Wagner. On Sep-
tember 6, 1863, Fort Wagner is abandoned and the Union feels that Charleston is blocked. 
 
The CSS Atlanta 
The CSS Atlanta sorties out to do battle in Wassaw Sound, Georgia. The USS Weehawken responds and hits it four 
times. The Atlanta surrenders. 
 
Torpedoes 
· Robert Fulton sinks a Brig 
· Mines used in the War of 1812 
· Russians used mines during the Crimean War 
· Advantages and disadvantages of contact and electric mines 
· Mined cleared in front of Fort Henry 
· USS Cairo sunk on 12-12-62 in Yazoo River 
· The Commodore Jones is sunk on 5-6-64 by an electric mine. 
· Spar Torpedoes 
· The first Torpedo Boat, the Torch attacks the New Ironsides on 8-21-63. 
· Union uses a spar torpedo to sink the Albemarle. 
· Torpedoes sank more ships than any other weapon. 
 
Submarines 
· David Bushnell and the Turtle. 
· Robert Fulton and his Nautilus. 
· The Alligator, the US navy’s  first submarine. 
· Confederate subs: The Pioneer and the Huntley. 
 
The Red River Valley Campaign March 10-May 1864 
Largest riverine campaigns of the war, over 90 ships were involved. 
 
The objective was to capture Shreveport, La where they believed that the Ironclad Missouri  was being built and 
five submarines. Cotton was also confiscated for northern mills. 
 
Porter commanded the ships while Nathanial Banks commanded the army. Banks was a powerful politician buy had 
little military experience.  
 
River level was low due to exceptional dry weather. Confederates would lower the water level by damming a river 
channel in Tone’s Bayou with the steamer New Falls City. A dam was blown to drain water into the Bayou Pierre. 
 
Alexandria is taken and the navy confiscates the cotton. 
Kirby Smith defeats the union soldiers at Sabine Crossroads, 4-8-64. Battle at Pleasant Hill, 4-9-64 is a Union vic-
tory, but Banks thinks he is surrounded an orders a retreat. 
 
Porter orders his fleet to go down river. There are constant battles between confederate soldiers and the ships. 
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“Courage is like 
love; it must have 
hope for 
nourishment...”  
-- Napoleon -- . 

The army saves a fleet. The “Falls” of Alexandria are an obstacle. At high water levels ships can pass, 
but at low levels boulders are exposed and the boats must go through a chute. Acting engineer of XIV 
corps, Lt Col Joseph Bailey builds dams to raise water levels. 
 
Gen. Banks relieved of command, and soldiers sent to the army of the Potomac. 
 
Battle of Mobile Bay August 4-28, 1864 
Mobile was a leading cotton exporter. The bay was wide but shallow. The opening was three miles wide 
and protected by two forts. These were Fort Gaines and a water battery on Dauphin Island on the port 
side and Fort Gaines (26 guns)  on the starboard side. The ironclad the Baltic protected the harbor. Later 
the Baltic had its armor removed and the ship was used as a mine layer. Three more ironclads were 
built: the Tennessee, Huntsville and Tuscaloosa. The Huntsville and Tuscaloosa were underpowered and 
stayed as floating batteries at Mobile. 
 
The Union had four ironclads:  Tecumseh, Manhattan, Chickasaw, and Winnebago, and 14 wooden 
ships. The Union had only enough soldiers to take the forts but not the city. 
 
The Tecumseh forced into the minefield and sinks. Farragut shouts, “Damn the torpedoes” and lead the 
fleet in. No mines explode but the ships head a lot of banging on the hull. 
 
The Tennessee attacks and tries to ram every ship in the fleet. The shutters are jammed shut and the 
steering is disabled so the Tennessee surrenders. Mobile city surrenders on April 10 1865. 
 
The Albemarle 
The Albemarle and the Neuse operated on the Roanoke River in North Carolina. On April 17, 1864 it 
battles two wooden ships and sinks one. On May 5, 1864 it battles a number of wooden ships and is 
damaged by one. On October 27, 1864 Lt. William B. Cushing leads a special operation and sinks the 
ship with a spar torpedo. 
 
Fort Fisher 
This fort is attacked to close Wilmington.  The fleet has 61 warships (5 ironclads) and 65,000 soldiers. 
The defenders have 19,000 soldiers and 45 heavy guns. The fort falls after some heavy fighting on Janu-
ary 15, 1865. Wilmington surrenders of February 23, 1865.  
 
High Seas Raiders 
Ten Confederate raiders captured 245 ships and 2.5 million tons. Confederate privateers capture another 
103 ships. 
 
Sumter: This ship left New Orleans on 6-30-61 under the command Ralph Semmes. The Sumter fights a 
running battle with the Brooklyn and escapes. Sumter captures 18 prizes.  It travels to Cadiz and then 
Gibraltar. The engines are declared useless and the ship is sold. 
 
Nashville/Rattlesnake: Sails on October 21, 1861 and returns on February, 1862 under the command Lt. 
R.B. Pegram. It would be converted into a blockade runner based in Savanna. 
 
Renamed the Rattlesnake, it was painted gray and crew by 130 seamen.  It was sunk by the Montauk 
commanded by Cmdr John L. Worden. 
 
Alabama: Originally called Hull 290. This ship was commanded by Ralph Semmes. The cruise started 
on August 11, 62. She sailed for 22 months and captured 64 ships and fought two sea battles.  The Ala-
bama sailed to Galveston on January 11. 1863 to intercept a troop convoy.  

“When Xerxes 
wrote again: 
“Deliver up your 
arms,” he wrote 
back: “Come and 
take them.”…” — 
Ling Leonidas 
of Sparta —. 
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It sank the Hatteras and rescued 141 survivors.  After a long voyage and a few storms. It arrives at Cherbourg.  The 
Alabama fights the USS Kearsarge  off Cherbourg. The two ships circled each other for a range on a half to three quar-
ters of a mile. The Alabama is sunk but the British pick up most of the survivors. Semmes becomes the Confederacy 
second admiral.  
 
Florida: Leaves Mobile Bay on January 1, 1863 commanded by Lt. John N. Maffitt. In August 1863 it arrives in Bahia, 
Brazil to resupply and repair. The USS Wachusett arrives a few day later. Cmdr Napolen Collins confers with American 
diplomats and rams then board the Florda. 
 
Georgiana: Cover story was that it was built for the Chinese navy. It leaves Liverpool on January 22, 1863.  It runs 
aground near Charleston and is accidently destroyed by Confederate artillery, 
 
Georgia: It was commissioned on April 9, 1863. It captured 9 prizes. On October 28, 1863 it stopped for repairs in 
Cherbourg. In May 1864, it is sold as a blockade runner and later captured by the USS Niagria. 
 
Rappahannock: Built as the HMS Victor in 1857. It is bought in 1863. On cruise the bearings wear out. The Rappahan-
nock sails to Calais where it stays as a store ship. 
 
Chickamauga:  In   fall of 1864, the blockade runner Edith was purchased. It was commissioned as the Chickamauga 
and commanded by Lt. John Wilkerson. It was mostly a steamship with small sails. 
 
The Chickamauga sailed on October 29, 1864 to Long Island sound where it captured 7 ships. It would return to Wil-
mington on November 18,1864 where it would stay. 
 
Tallahassee/Olustee: This was built as the Atlanta, a high speed ferry to cross the English channel. Under the command 
of Cmdr. J.T. Wood, it went on a 19 day cruise where it destroyed 33 merchantmen. It was renamed the Olustee.  It then 
became a blockade runner and re named the Chameleon. The blockade prevents it return, so it arrives at Liverpool on 
April 9, 1865. It would be turned over to the United States government. 
 
Shenandoah:  This was the last Confederate raider. Under the command of Lt. James Iredell Waddel, it made its first 
capture on October 30, 1864. It travels through the South Atlantic and Indian Ocean to Australia. It arrives on January 
25, 1865 to repair a propeller. Some of the crew deserts but Australians join to replace them.  Four whalers are burned at 
Ascension Island. The Shenandoah arrives in the Bering Sea on June 6, 1865 and burns 24 whalers. Nineteen more 
whalers are burned before Lt Waddel learns that the war is over. He sails to Liverpool where he arrives on November 6, 
1865. This was the first Confederate ship to circle the world. 
 
The Confederate campaign failed because it could damage but not stop Union trade. 
 
The Battle of Trent’s Reach 
The largest fleet of Confederate Ironclads attack.  Two run aground. Commanders on both sides relieved of duty due to 
their actions at this battle. 
 
When Jack Tar Came Staggering Home Again Hoo Rah!  Hoo Rah! 
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We are trying to make Little Wars a Family event with offerings for the ENTIRE family not just the war gamer! Here is a list of 
things that the Pheasant Run Resort is planning for the weekend of Little Wars 2013. 
 
* Indoor Pool will be back. Pheasant Run will be opening their own Spa in February, 2013.  
* Zanies will be offering a $10.00 discount per ticket for any shows that weekend ($15.00 total). 
* Fox Valley Repertory is offering half off tickets (up to 4) for the production of Forever Plaid. 
        * To qualify for these discounts you need to mention that you are part of Little Wars. 
 
At Pheasant Run they have a list of activities planned. 
Friday night  
6pm-wii station in library 
6pm-Midnight-Kids klub open for ages 3 to 11. Free service for overnight guests. Children can play games and make crafts 
while being supervised 
6:30pm-9pm-Scavenger hunt 
8pm-fire pit 
8pm -Moonlight movie- weather permitted 
-Backyard games set up 4pm-8pm on terrace patio that include bean bag toss game and ladder ball.  
 
Saturday (afternoon into evening)  
10am-10pm- Activity center-Check out games and information  
-Craft Corner-noon-5:30pm 
Crafts including making foam picture frame, mother’s day bracelets and cookie decorations 
All crafts start at $2.00 to $6.00 
2pm-4pm lawn games out by gallery hall. This includes soccer, basket ball, tennis and bocce ball.  
4pm-Midnight kids Klub 
4pm-6pm-wii station or guitar hero library (wii sports and Mario kart available) 
6:30pm- scavenger hunt 
8pm fire pit 
8pm-10pm Bourbon Street Entertainer- magician, stiltwalker or balloonist. (one entertainer) 
8pm moonlight movie 
-Backyard games set up noon-8pm on terrace patio that include bean bag toss game and ladder ball. Depending on weather.  
 
Sunday 
Craft corner 10am-2pm-movie played in solarium 
10am-1pm-Backyard games set up on terrace patio 
Check out games complimentary 
11:30-12:30- Bingo and prizes  
 
Not to mention there is the Aurora Outlet mall nearby if anyone would like to go shopping.  Lots to do at Little Wars next year 
and they all don’t have to be involved in War Gaming.   
 
See you there!  
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President  Jeff Cohen 
 
Executive  Loren Haberkamp 
Vice President 
 
Vice President Scott Stensland 
Membership  
 
Secretary  Mark Pawelski 
 
Treasurer  Kevin Seward 
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