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In this IssueBoard Contact Information 

Visitors to the ‘Contact Us’ page of hmgsmidwest.com will notice the new e-
mail addresses listed:

• president@hmgsmidwest.com
• treasurer@hmgsmidwest.com
• membership@hmgsmidwest.com
• marketing@hmgsmidwest,com

You may also e-mail the entire Board via bod@hmgsmidwest.com

We want to hear from you! 
What do you think? What can we do? How can you help?

Mail List & Website
We’re proud to announce that HMGS-Midwest has now moved to a 
formal e-mail distribution list.
We are using the MailChimp (mailchimp.com) service for our mailing 
list. The service is free for accounts that send less than 12,000 e-mails 
per month, to less than 2,000 addresses.

The MailChimp platform provides compliance with federal anti-spam 
laws, as well as basic analytics so that we know what proportion of 
members receive and open the e-mails sent.

A distribution list prevents the recipients’ e-mail addresses shared with 
every other recipient, thus adding a basic layer of privacy protection. 
Similarly, it uses a centralized list of addresses that can be grouped 
and easily maintained, which any designated administrator can use to 
send out communications.

There are three main goals:
1) Modern platform
2) Extendable functionality
3) Easier to update

We have also migrated to a more modern development platform. This 
step will make the two subsequent goals of extending our website’s 
functionality, and making it easier to update through lower 
administrative overhead, possible.

Phase one is complete, moving from a series of static HTML pages to 
a light content management platform – Wordpress (wordpress.com). 

Phase two will be completed this year, entailing  a facelift and 
implementing on-line registration.

http://mailchimp.com
http://wordpress.com
http://hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:president@hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:treasurer@hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:membership@hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:bod@hmgsmidwest.com
http://mailchimp.com
http://wordpress.com
http://hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:president@hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:treasurer@hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:membership@hmgsmidwest.com
mailto:bod@hmgsmidwest.com


Greetings from the HMGS-Midwest VP for Membership - Kevin Cabai 

 As you are reading this, we are less than two weeks away, from our special weekend. 

Come and see why  Little Wars was voted The ‘Top Miniature Convention in the  

Midwest”, by TMP (The Miniatures Page).  Come and see the great variety of games that  

we are hosting.  Come by both Dealer halls and participate in a demo or two.  In fact try  

them all.  Be sure to bring your finest painted figures for the Painting Contests, you 

will not be disappointed.  Be with us Friday Morning for a return of Channel 9 (WGN),  

live broadcast, wih “ Around Town with Anna Beleval.” 

But Little Wars is not all we do.  HMGS Game Masters having been running their  

signiture games at other cons through out the midwest.  See the listing of sponsored  

conventions and join us during the rest of the year. 

Greetings Fellow Gamers! 

Do we have a great line up at Little Wars 2018 for you!  The Board has been working hard for you to make sure 
Little Wars 2018 is one of the best ever. In addition to our traditional events we have tried to add some new things 
to enhance the attendee experience.  

 * Over 230 games listed in the Preliminary Events List -including some new  
tournament formats! 

 * Over three dozen vendors - we opened up the entire Lilac room for vendors 
 * Return of the Cold Bunker Café open all day so you can pick up a quick sandwich, snack, or beverage 
 * Hot lunch around the noon hour - Burgers or Brats with fresh Kettle Chips and drink 
 * Demo tables at some vendors where you can try out their games - prizes for trying all of them in our “adventure 
passport” 
 * Two major Judges Prizes - both winners receive free entry to Little Wars 2019! 
 Best of Show - selected by the Board for best theme game 
 People’s Choice Award - voted on by the gamers 

 * Return of WGN for Friday morning coverage 
 * Free Night Stay Room Raffle for a lucky attendee! [see rules posted on our website] 
 * Raffle for a Keith Rocco simulated canvas print - proceeds for Wounded Warrior 
 * Painting contest with Prizes - several genres to enter  
 * Paint N Take returns - proceeds go towards The Wounded Warrior Project 
 * Air Brush Seminar on Thursday evening at 7PM in the Grand Ballroom 
 * Re-enactor Row returns   [no space for the War College - separate event this Fall] 
 * Flea Market Square in the Junior Ballroom Foyer [hallways in front of the Jr Ballroom] 

 and, of course, some of the finest gaming experiences in the Midwest! 

Looking forward to seeing you all. 
Steve Fratt for the Board of Directors, HMGS-Midwest 

President’s Update



assistance in execution to pull it 
off.

If you’d be willing to contribute 
your talents, we’d feel lucky to 
hear about them.

Contact 
bod@hmgsmidwest.com to find 
out what we’re doing, what you 
could be doing, and how we can 
do it together.

Artistic Contributors
From time to time, HMGS-
Midwest will have a need for 
artwork, from iconography for 
promotional items, to more long 
lasting and more elaborate 
pieces.

If you’re an artist, if you’re an 
artistically inclined individual, if 
you’re interested in contributing, 
we’d love to see what you can 
do.

Please send a sample image of 
your work (500x500 pixels, 72 
dpi, PNG, JPEG, PDF, or GIF) to 
bod@hmgsmidwest.com.

Professional Services
HMGS-Midwest is incorporated 
in the state of Illinois and as 
such as subject to Illinois state 
law. If you are a professional in 
areas related to financial, asset, 
and policy auditing, such as a 
Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA), and licensed in the state 
of Illinois, who would like to give 
back to the regional wargaming 
community, please contact 
bod@hmgsmidwest.com.

So, we are working to build a 
volunteer pool, and we’d like you 
to be in it. We’re interested in 
people who have varying levels 
of experience but a strong desire 
to help and contribute to:

Registration Support
Information Support
Game Judge Support
Vendor Support
Flea Market Support
Event Support

We are especially looking for 
members with a background in 
customer service or event 
management, and those with 
strong organizational skills.

Contact 
bod@hmgsmidwest.com to find 
out specifics!

Convention Volunteers (Prep)
Well before a convention begins, 
there are many tasks required to 
be done, from the filling of 
SWAG bags, to the preparation 
of mailings. Many of these tasks 
are not terribly difficult, or terribly 
exciting, but they are terribly 
necessary. We’re still months 
away from these jobs ramping 
up, but… plan early, plan often… 
If you’d be willing to help when 
the need arises:

Contact 
bod@hmgsmidwest.com and 
we’ll be in touch as we near 
Little Wars 2018.

Advertising & Marketing
We all know how hard it can be 
to get the word out about the 
stuff we’re doing, and so, we’d 
like your help.

The Board of Directors is 
actively working on a marketing 
and promotion plan, and we’re 
going to need not only 
contribution of ideas, but also 

HMGS-Midwest has over 400 
members. More than a couple are 
very talented, insightful people, 
who good ideas to share and the 
skills to execute. And we’d like to 
get you involved!

In what you ask?

We’d like to hear some of that from 
you. We’d like your ideas, insights, 
and plans. And we’d like your help 
in making them happen.

We’ve got a couple of things on the 
ideas list already that could use 
your contributions:

Newsletter Contributors
We’re looking for articles that 
you’d enjoy reading yourself, 
because you’re a wargamer, and 
you know what wargamers like.

From product and convention 
reviews to ‘how-to’s’ for figure 
conversions and terrain building.

Contact 
bod@hmgsmidwest.com
to get the rundown on 
submission deadlines, article 
lengths, and the like.

Convention Volunteers (On-site)
Was there ever a time that you 
attended a convention and said: 
“Wow, they really have too many 
volunteers, I get my questions 
answered too quickly, the lines 
move too fast, and it is too easy 
to find someone when I need 
help!”? No, probably not.

HMGS-Midwest has been very 
fortunate in benefiting from a 
dedicated group of volunteers, 
but we can’t expect them to do 
this year after year, forever. It is 
even rumored that after 6, 8, or 
10 years of volunteering… some 
can feel ‘burnt out’! Someday, at 
least some of them will want to 
go back to wargame again! 

Volunteer Opportunities Available
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Little Wars Attendees, be sure to look 
for this in your Swag Bag. 

 

 



Little Wars 2018 News and Information

 Paint–N–Take Returns   
 

Once again, the Paint-N-Take returns to Little 
Wars. See the area just outside of the Lilac the 
hall where the Paint-N-Take is setup. No tickets 
needed, no fees, just step up and pick up a free 
figure and get to painting.  
 

 
This free event is be accepting free will 

donations for the Wounded Warrior Project. 
Check out this GREAT organization 

http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/. 
  



Little Wars 2018 News and Information

Ready to put down brushes and glue just in time 
for HMGS Little Wars 2018? 

We hope so, as we have some awesome prizes to give away provided by 
sponsors to this year’s convention. 

Prizes? Yes prizes! We’re talking about this year’s figure painting contest. 
There are two ways to win. 

- 1st: The People’s Choice Award (PCA) - where your "Frenemies" have the 
opportunity to vote for their favorite entry. These votes are then tallied for each 
category. 

- 2nd: Overall prize determined by a team of experts right there at the show. 

Here’s how it works: 

Submit your entries at Events Desk with your name, entry name and brief description. 
Once an entry number has been assigned it will be locked in the display case in the 
main gaming hall. 

Entries can be submitted from Thursday through Saturday NOON! PCA voting will take 
place from 1-4 pm Saturday (see voting card in your registration packet.) Awards will be 
given out shortly thereafter at 5:30. 

Only one entry per category permitted, but multiple categories allowed      
(max. of 3 entries). 

- Single figure: 25mm – 40mm scale for any of the following 
o Fantasy 
o Historical 
o Science Fiction 

- Unit:  
o 25mm – 40mm scale,  
o 50 mm base or 300mm x 200 mm movement tray  
o At least 3 figures 

- Diorama:   
o up to 90 mm scale, 
o 300 mm base diameter x 400 mm maximum height 
o At least two figures any genre 

We look forward to seeing your favorite entries this year. Good Luck! 



THEME FOR 2018 IS DAWN OF A NEW AGE

The theme of Little Wars 2017 was ‘Clash of Civilizations’.

There were many excellent theme games ranging from historical to sci-fi to fantasy. Little Wars 2017 Winner 
for Best Theme “Clash of Civilizations” goes to Andrew Schapals. The win gaining him a free weekend pass to 

Little Wars 2018.

This year there are two opportunities for the prize

 - Best of Show (judged by the Board of Directors)
and

 - The Peoples Choice (voted on by the Gamers)

Look around so the best will be selected!

Both games were Parent-Child events using rules that Andy created himself. ‘Beer and pretzels with home 
rules’ as Andy called them. Everyone had a great time playing these games, some even played in both 
games. Andy has been running events at Little Wars for a long time now, and always puts on several events 
that are always unique and fun.

Little Wars ‘Best Theme Game’

Apes and Mutants and Bombs, Oh 
My! - Ape Assault on the 
Forbidden Zone -2670AD

You’re Making Caesar Cry - Battle of 
New Ape City -3270AD



BEYOND Little Wars 2018 News and Information

HMGS Membership Benefits 
Our list of participating gaming stores is growing.  If you know of a store that you would 

like to see become a member of our family, please email me kcabai@aol.com.  
Membership has its rewards. 

 

  Games Plus, Mt. Prospect, IL 847 577-9656           
2nd Friday of the month-10% discount    

        

 Chimera Hobby, Appleton, WI  920-735-1201 

         Chimera Hobby, Fond du Lac, WI 920-922-8338 

Offers a daily 10% discount to card carrying members of HMGS-Midwest.  

 

   Draxtar Games, Batavia, IL 630.454.4585                    
3rd Sunday of the month-10% discount  

 
 

 Lake Geneva Games, Lake Geneva, WI 262-885-1515      
2nd Sunday of the month-10% discount    

 

  Grognard Games, Roselle, IL 847-278-7538 

Offers a 10% discount to card carrying members of HMGS-Midwest, once a month, 
check website for details.   
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Look for the HMGS sponsored events at: 
 

         May 31-June 3, 2018 

         August 2-5, 2018 

    October 19-21, 2018 

  November 8-11, 2018 

    

             March 21 - 24, 2019  



Patton Memorial Museum

 
 

Tm Kask, long time miniature game and TSR Legend, had donated his 4000+ micro 

armor vehicles to the Patton Memorial Museum, in Ch i r iaco  Summit ,  CA.   He 

has  been work ing w i th  the i r  cur r ent  BOD and  Cura to r ,  to deve lop a  

ser i es  of  d ioramas showca s ing Pa t ton ' s  Metz  campa ign .  

 

HMGS -PSW and Harmon Ward,  i s  l ook ing a t  the feas ib i l i t y  of  be 

doing the pa in t ing,  and const ruc t ion of  t he d ioramas ,  a t  t he 

s i te .    HMGS-Midwest ,  w i l l  a ss i s t ing i n  the pa in t i ng and ter ra in  

bu i l d ing.  We are cur ren t l y  in  the p lann ing s tage.  

 

I f  you have an i n teres t  in  he lp ing out  in  th i s  h i s tor i ca l  pro jec t  l e t  us  

know.  

For those of you who are in the west please contact:  
 

H M GS -P SW  H ar mo n W ar d    h jw @p ac be l l . ne t  .  

 

I f  y ou  a re  e as t  o f  the  M i s s i s s i pp i ,  p l e as e  c on tac t  

 

Kev in  C ab a i ,  me mber s h ip@h mgs m idw es t . c om.  

 

h t tp : / / ge ne ra lp a t t onmus e um.c om/  








